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r i'he first day of February, One thousand nine hundred 
and twenty-six. 



GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE 


FISHERIES ORDINANCE. 


No. 4 of 1926. 

AN ORDINANCE TO REGULATE FISHERIES 

RE IT ENACTED by the Hi<*1i Commissioner for Palestine, 
with the advice of the Advisorv Council thereof:- 

II 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Fisheries Ordi¬ 
nance, 

2. In this Ordinance unless the context otherwise requires 

“Fish” means any aquatic animal whether mammalian or 
not, and includes shell fish. 

“Taking fish” includes any method of catching fish. 

“Palestine” includes that part of the sea adjacent tD the 
coasts thereof which is within three nautical miles measured 
from low water mark. 

“Licensing authority” means any authority which has 
power to issue licences under this Ordinance. 

3. (I) The High Commissioner, or any officer duly author¬ 
ised by him, may grant to suitable persons licences to take 
fish in Palestine. 

(2) A licence granted under this Ordinance shall not 
he available for a longer period than one year. It shall be 
personal to the holder and shall not be transferable. 

(3) No person shall take fish in Palestine unless he 
is the holder of such a licence; provided that a person who 
takes fish with a line from thtf shore shall not be required to 
obtain a licence. 

(4) For the purpose of this Section “person” shall 
include a Company or Co-operative Society, provided that a 
licence granted to a Company or Co-operative Society shall be 
used only by those agents or servants of the Company or Co¬ 
operative Society whose names are endorsed on the licence by 
the licensing authority. 
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4. Any Police Ofticer, Customs Oflicer, and any other 
officer of the Palestine C.overnment empowered in that behalf 
by the High Commissioner, may, for the purpose of enforcing 
the provisions of this Ordinance :- 

(a) require any person engaged in lishing to exhibit 
bis licence, apparatus and catch; 


(b) go 
to be engaged in 
apparatus therein 


on hoard any vessel 
lishing and search and 


reasonably believed 
examine any fishing 


(c) where there is reasonable suspicion that any 
offence has been committed, take the alleged offender, the boat, 
apparatus and catch without summons, warrant or other process 
to the nearest or most convenient police station or port. 
The boat and apparatus may be detained pending trial and the 
catch may be sold and the proceeds of the sale impounded. 

l 

5. A licence to take lisli may be cancelled by the licens¬ 
ing authority upon the conviction of the holder for any contra¬ 
vention of the terms of his licence or for any breach ol tins 
Ordinance or of the Regulations made hereunder. 

6 The Court may order the confiscation of any boat, 
apparatus or catch, employed in the commission of, or derived 
from, any act proved to he an offence under this Ordinance 

or any Regulations hereunder. 

7. The High Commissioner may make, and when made, 
may vary and revoke Regulations: 


(a) prohibiting any practices or methods, or employ¬ 
ment of equipment or devices or materials which are likely 
to be injurious to the maintenance and development of a 

stock of fish ; / 

(b) prescribing areas and seasons within which the 
taking of lish is prohibited or restricted, either entirely or with 
reference to anv named species; 

i 

(c) prescrib/ng limits to the size of fish of named 
species which may be taken ; 

(d) prescribing limits to the size of nets or the mesh 
of nets which may be employed in taking lish either in Palestine 
or in ahy specified part thereof; 
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(e) regulating the persons by whom licences are to 
be granted and the procedure relating to the issue of and the 
cancellation of licences and prescribing the forms of applications 
and licences and the conditions to be attached to licences; 

(! ) prescribing the fees to be charged upon the issue 
of licences; 


(g) regulating any other matter relating to the con¬ 
servation, protection and maintenance of a stock of fish which 
may be deemed requisite. 

8. (1) Any person who, being required to be the holder Offences and pe- 
of a licence, takes or attempts to take fish without being licensed na,ties * 
under this Ordinance shall be liable on conviction to imprison¬ 
ment for a term not exceeding three months or to a (ine not 

exceeding £E. 50 or to both these penalties. 

(2) Any person who takes or destroys, or attempts 
to take or destroy, any fish by the use of dynamite or other ex¬ 
plosive substance or noxious or poisonous matter, or who, being 
the holder of a licence under this Ordinance, is found in pos¬ 
session of dynamite or other explosive substance in such 
circumstances as satisfy the Court before which he is tried 
that he intended to use the dynamite or other explosive sub¬ 
stance for the purpose of taking or destroying fish, shall be 
liable on conviction'to the like penalties. 

(3) Any person who, being the holder of a licence 
under this Ordinance, fails in any matter to comply with 
any of the conditions of his licence or commits any breach 
of this Ordinance or of the Regulations made hereunder 
shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding £E. 20. 

9. (1) Articles 1—31 of the Ottoman Law of 18 Sefer ottoman law not 
A. H. 1299 concerning hunting; shall no longer be applicable t0 a PPiy- 

m Palestine. Provided that licences to fish granted under 
the said law which are current at the date at which the 
Ordinance comes into force shall be deemed to be licences 
granted under this Ordinance. 

(2) The Ordinance ‘ for the protection of Fisheries Repeal, 
dated the 12th of September, 1920, is hereby repealed. 


PLUMER. F. M. 

High Commissioner 


Lt February, 1926. 



